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Course Description

This course is an introductory survey of Asian American history from the time of mass migrations to the
continental United States and Hawaii in the mid-to-late 19t» century to the late 20 century. Using a
variety of materials that include academic articles, literature, and primary source documents, we will
examine an array of themes and issues for understanding Asian American history. Main topical areas
include imperialism, international migration, exclusion, labor, communities, intergenerational relations,
and social/political activism. We will study these topics through the analytical lens of race, ethnicity,
class, and gender. ASA 1 provides a broad picture of Asian American historical experiences situated
within the larger context of international immigration and race relations in U.S. history. (A more
detailed account of contemporary Asian American experiences is covered in ASA 2: Contemporary
Experiences of Asian Americans).

Because this is a survey course that is constrained by a 10-week time frame and by the amount of
materials that reasonably can be covered within the quarter, especially under the conditions of remote
teaching, class lectures will necessarily be selective in exploring the depth of the various dimensions of
Asian American experiences. As a result, the content of lectures may not always correspond exactly to
the reading assignments. Nevertheless, lectures and readings are meant to complement each other.
Successful study habits include keeping up with the readings for each lecture and active attention
during lectures and discussion sections.

‘While lectures and discussion sections are required parts of this course, attendance cannot be mandated
under the current circumstances of remote teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic. Nevertheless, all
students are accountable for all course materials contained in lectures, readings, and discussion sections
and are expected to fulfill all course assignments. As such, consistent attendance to lectures and
discussion sections and timely completion of assigned readings are critical to appreciate and understand
the materials presented in class fully.
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Nov. 26 (Week 8) e Thanksgiving Break — NO CLASS

Dec. 1 (Week 9)

Dec. 3 (Week 9)

Dec 8 (Week 10)

* Ruben G. Rumbaut, “Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodian Americans,” pp. 255-271.%
* “Famine: 1945” and “The Death Toll in my Family: 1945-1975,” in James M. Freeman,
Hearts of Sorrow: Vietnamese-American Lives (Stanford: Stanford University Press,

1989), pp. 272-281.%

o “Cambodian Refugee Bun Thab Remembers the Atrocities of the Khmer Rouge, 1993,”
pp. 282-383.%

o “Le Tan Writes College Essay About His Terrifying Escape by Boat from Vietnam,
1979 p. 283.*

© “Le Tran: Pilau Bidong” “Hoa Tong: South China Sea Pirates,” “Quan Nguyen: North
Dakota to California,” and “Choeum Rim: Greensboro, North Carolina,” in John
Tenhula, Voices from Southeast Asia: The Refugee Experience in the United States
(New York: Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc., 1991), pp. 284-290.*

o Kao Kalia Yang, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, pp. 78-179.

o “Indochina Migration and Refugee Assistance Act,” pp. 291-292.%
* “Southeast Asian Refugee Acts,” pp. 293-295.%
o Kao Kalia Yang, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, pp. 152-179.

o Kao Kalia Yang, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, pp. 180-274.

Asian American Studies: Past, Present, and Future

Dec. 10 (Week 10) ® Lucie Cheng and Philip Q. Yang, "The "Model Minority" Deconstructed," in

Contemporary Asian America: A Multidisciplinary Reader, ed. Min Zhou and James V.
Gatewood (New York: New York University Press, 2000), pp. 296-308.*

o “A Korean American’s Bitter Life in the United States, 1984-1992,” pp. 309-311.*

o “Pawan Dhingra Describes Indian Motel Owners’ Life Behind the Lobby, 2012,” pp.
311-313.*

Dec. 16 (Wed.) e Paper #2 due on Canvas by 5PM.
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Nov. 10 (Week 6) o “Korean Congress Declares Independence from Japanese Rule, 1919,” pp. 158-160.*
e« Joan Jensen, “Exporting Independence to Colonial India,” pp. 161-164.*
o Lili Kim, “Korean Independence Movement in Hawai’i and the Continental United
States,” pp. 164-167.*

World War II and the Reconfiguration of Race and Community
Nov. 12 (Week 6) o “Gee Theo Quee Angel Island Interrogation,” pp. 168-171.*

e “Americanization and the Second Generation, 1920-1942,” pp. 172-179.*

o Judy Yung, “Second-Generation Chinese American Women,” pp. 180-183.*

o “War, Race, and the Meaning of Citizenship, 1941-1988,” pp. 184-188.*

* “Repeal of Chinese Exclusion Acts,” pp. 189-190.*

© “Indians in America Call for Repeal of U.S. Exclusion Laws, 1945,” pp. 191-192.*

o “Life Magazine, “How to Tell Japs from the Chinese,” pp. 193-195.*

o “Lieutenant John L. DeWitt Recommends the Removal of Japanese Americans,” pp.
195-196.*

« “Executive Order 9066,” pp. 197-198.*

* “Army Instructions for Removal of Japanese Americans in Los Angeles,” pp. 198-199.%

Nov. 17 (Week 7) o “Japanese American Mike Masaoka Vows to Cooperate with Government Removal

Plans,” pp. 200-201.*

o “Mike Masaoka, Japanese American Creed,” p. 202.*

© “Toku Shimomura Diary,” pp. 202-206.*

* “Supreme Court: Hirabayashi v. United States,” pp. 207-209.*

o “Supreme Court: Yasui v. U.S. Supreme Court,” pp. 210.*

e “Jimmie Omura on Japanese American Resistance to the Draft,” p. 211-212.%

© “Journalist James M. Omura Condemns the Mass Exclusion of Japanese Americans,”
p. 213.*

o “The Fair Play Committee Calls on Nisei,” pp. 214.*

o “Supreme Court: Ex Parte Mitsuye Endo,” pp. 215-216.*

* “Supreme Court: Korematsu v. United States” pp. 217-219.%

o “Justice Frank Murphy Criticizes the Supreme Court’s “Legalization of Racism, 1944,”
p. 220-221.%

* “A Government Commission Proclaims Internment a ‘Grave Injustice,” p. 221.%

© “A District Court Acknowledges Government Misconduct,” pp. 221-222.%

o Alice Yang Murray, “The Internment of Japanese Americans,” pp. 223-226.%

Post-World War IT Asian Immigrants, Refugees, and the Remaking of Asian America
Nov. 19 (Week 7) o “War Brides Act,” p. 227.*
o “McCarran-Walter Immigration and Nationality Act,” pp. 228-230.*
e John M. Liu and Lucie Cheng, “Pacific Rim Development and the Duality of Post-1965
Asian Immigration to the United States,” pp. 231-243.*
o Kao Kalia Yang, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, pp. 1-19.

Nov. 24 (Week 8) e “Immigration and Nationality Act, 1965,” pp. 244-246.*
e Paul Ong, Edna Bonacich, and Lucie Cheng, “Capitalist Restructuring and the New
Asian Immigration,” pp. 247-250.%
o Catherine Ceniza Choy, “A Transnational History of Filipina Nurse Migration,” pp.
251-254.*
o Kao Kalia Yang, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, pp. 20-77.
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Anti-Asian Violence and Hostili

Oct. 22 (Week 3)

Oct. 27 (Week 4)

Oct. 29 (Week 4)

« “Naturalization Act,” pp. 89.*

« “California Foreign Miners Tax,” pp. 90-91.*

© “The People, Respondent, v. George W. Hall, Appellant,” pp. 92-93.*

o “Inre Ah Yup,” pp. 94-95.*

o “Chinese Laborers Report on Race Riot at Rock Springs, Wyoming Territory, 1885,”
pp. 96.*

e “Ah Sin,” pp. 97-99.*

o “Memorial on Chinatown,” pp. 100-102.*

* “Congress Excludes Un-free Asians, Prostitutes, and Felons, 1875,” pp. 103-104.*

o “White Merchant Testifies Against Chinese Immigration, 1879,” pp. 104-105.*

* “Samuel Gompers Racializes Chinese American Labor,” pp. 106-107.*

* “An Act to Execute Certain Treaty Stipulations Relating to Chinese,” pp. 108.*

o Bulosan, America is in the Heart, pp. 127-142.

o “Letter from Theodore Roosevelt to V.H. Metcalf,” p. 109%

* “Theodore Roosevelt Executive Order,” pp. 110-111.*

o Anti-Japanese Laundry League Flyer,” pp. 111-112.%

o “The Asiatic Exclusion League Argues that Asians Cannot be Assimilated,” pp. 113-
114.*

o “California Alien Land Law,” p 115.*

o “Supreme Court: Takao Ozawa v. United States,” pp. 116-118.*

o “National Origins Act,” pp. 119-120.*

e Mae Ngai, “The Immigration Act of 1924,” pp. 121-123.*

o Bulosan, America is in the Heart, pp. 143-151, 181-218.

* “U.S. Commissioner General of Imnmgration Says Indian Immigrants are
Unassimilable, 1914,” pp. 124-125.*
o “Immigration Act of 1917,” pp. 126-127.*
o “Supreme Court: United States v. Bhagat Singh Thind,” pp. 128-130.*
* “Senator Albert Beveridge Champions Philippine Colonization, 1900,” pp. 131-133.*
o “U.S. Civilian Officer Condemns Racial Prejudice in Philippines, 1902,” pp. 133-134.*
o “California District Court of Appeal: Salvador Roldan v. Los Angeles County,” pp. 135-136.
o “Tydings-McDuffie Act,” pp. 137-138.*
o Bulosan, America is in the Heart, pp. 219-233.

Community Formation and Resistance

Nov. 3 (Week 5)

Nov. 5 (Week 5)

Nov. 6 (Friday)

e “Amendment 14, U.S. Constitution,” pp. 139-140.*
o “Supreme Court: Yick Wo v. Hopkins,” pp.141-143.*
o Bulosan, America is in the Heart, pp. 265-289; 315-327.

* “On Higher Wages for Japanese Laborers,” pp. 144-145.%

o “Laborers Report on Hawai’i Sugar Strike, 1920,” pp. 146-147.*

o Chris Friday, Excerpts from Chapter 6 in Organizing Asian American Labor: The
Pacific Coast Canned-Salmon Industry, 1870-1942 (Philadelphia: Temple University
Press, 1994), pp. 148-157.*

o Paper #1 due on Canvas by 6PM.
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Class Schedule and Weekly Reading Assignments

Course readings marked by an asterisk (*¥) are located in the coursepack reader. Page
numbers below refer to page numbers in large bold located in upper right margin of each page
of the coursepack reader.

What is Asian American History?
Oct. 1 * Course intro

Oct. 6 (Week 1) o Yen Le Espiritu, “Panethnicity and Asian American Activism,” in Major Problems in
Asian American History: Documents and Essays, eds. Lon Kurashige and Alice Yang
Murray (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2003), pp. 1-4.*

© “San Francisco State University Third World Liberation Front Position,” pp. 5-7.*

© “The Need for a United Asian-American Front,” pp. 8-9.*

o Helen Zia, “From Nothing, a Consciousness,” in in Major Problems in Asian American
History: Documents and Essays (2~ Edition), eds. Lon Kurashige and Alice Yang
Murray (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2017), pp.10-13.*

© Roger Daniels, “Neglect and Distortion of Asian Americans by American Historians,”
pp. 14-17.*

© Ronald Takaki, “The Centrality of Racism in Asian American History,” in Major
Problems in Asian American History, pp. 17-20.*

o Sucheng Chan, “Preface,” in Asian Americans: An Interpretative History, pp. 21-22.%

© “Guide to Reading Primary Sources,” pp. 23-24.*

Migration, Race, Class, and Labor
Oct. 8 (Week 1) e Chan, “Chapter 1: The International Context of Migration,” pp. 25-36.*
o Carlos Bulosan, America is in the Heart: A Personal History, pp. 3-35.

Oct. 13 (Week 2) e Chan, “Shifting Chinese Immigrant Employment,” pp. 37-40.*
e Chan, “Chapter 2: Immigration and Livelihood, 1840s to 1930s,” pp. 41-52.*
o Carlos Bulosan, America is in the Heart: A Personal History, pp. 36-71, 104-126.

Oct. 15 (Week 2) e Milton Murayama, “Problems of Writing in Dialect and Mixed Languages,” pp. 53-54.%

e Milton Murayama, All I Asking for is my Body - Afterword, pp. 105-110 (read first) and
pp. 1-26.

o “Hawaiians Petition the Privy Council to Halt Foreign Influence in the Islands, and
the Council Replies, 1845,” pp. 55-57.*

* “Foreign Experts Stress Optimism for Agriculture in Hawai’i, 1850,” pp. 57.*

o “Hawai’i Constitution,” pp. 58-59.*

© “Queen Liliuokalani’s Letter of Protest,” p. 60.*

Oct. 20 (Week 3) e Ronald Takaki, “Native and Asian Labor in the Colonization of Hawai’i,” pp. 61-64.*
o Takaki, "New World of Labor: From Siren to Siren," in Pau Hana: Plantation Life and
Labor in Hawaii, 1835-1920 (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1983), pp. 65-88.*
e Murayama, All I Asking for is my Body, pp. 27-103.
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Resources for student academic and nonacademic issues and concerns are also available on the ASA
department website: http:/asa.ucdavis.edu/ and Facebook sites:
https://www.facebook.com/UCDavisAsianAmericanStudies/

Academic Integrity

‘We value academic integrity and will not tolerate cheating or plagiarism. You are expected to
understand and follow the UC Davis Code on Academic Conduct, which is provided with this syllabus
and can also be found online at: sja.ucdavis.edu/files/cac.pdf.

“Academic integrity exists when students and faculty seek knowledge honestly, fairly, with
mutual respect and trust, and accept responsibility for their actions and the consequences of
those actions.”

Plagiarism notice: Plagiarism is defined as the copying of any written and visual material without
attribution—that means, passing other people’s words and images off as your own. Plagiarism can
include paraphrasing—that is, the slight amendment of other people’s words and ideas to something
closer to your own. Plagiarism can be committed unintentionally, by failing to properly cite bibliographic
sources within the body of the text of your written work.

In this course, we will use TurnltIn, an electronic resource that compares your work to online sources
and a comprehensive database of other papers, for some or all assignments. TurnltIn creates an
originality report identifying whether parts of your work match or are similar to any of their sources.
The work submitted to TurnItIn will be retained as source documents in the TurnItIn reference
database to be used solely for the purpose of checking future submitted work for originality.

Plagiarized material can result in an “F” for the course.

Classroom Atmosphere
‘We encourage the free exchange of ideas in a safe, supportive, and productive classroom environment.

Differences of opinion are welcome, but we must all speak and act with mutual respect and common
courtesy.

If a student engages in disruptive behavior, the instructor, following the UC Davis Code on Academic
Conduct, may direct the student to leave class for the remainder of the class period, and it could negatively
impact one’s grade.

Course Contents Copyright Policies

My lectures and course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, recordings of course lecture,
assignments, and similar materials, are protected by U.S. copyright law and by University policy. I am
the exclusive owner of the copyright in those materials I create. You may take notes and make copies of
course materials for your own use. Recording of lectures is only permitted by the instructor, by Letter of
Accommodation issued by the Student Disability Center, or with instructor approval. You may not
reproduce, distribute or display (post/upload) lecture notes or recordings or course materials in any
other way — whether or not a fee is charged — without my express prior written consent. You also may
not allow others to do so. If you do so, you may be subject to student conduct proceedings under the UC
Davis Code of Academic Conduct. Similarly, you own the copyright in your original papers and other
writing assignments. If I am interested in posting your answers or papers on the course web site, I will
ask for your written permission.
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Course Requirements and Grading
40% Two 3-6 page essays (Paper #1 is 35% and Paper #2 is 65%)

35% Discussion section
25%  Short writing assignments

Analytical essays: One of key objectives of the course is to help develop analytical and writing skills. In
fulfilling the Writing Experience GE, this course requires students to write TWO different essays during
the quarter. Using the lectures, readings, and discussions from the course, each essay will ask you to
analyze major aspects of Asian American history. Essay prompts and guidelines will be handed out
separately. Paper #1 is due Friday November 6 at 6PM on Canvas and Paper #2 is due Wednesday
December 16 at 6PM on Canvas. Late papers will be graded down half a letter grade every passing day.

Failure to submit Paper #1 will result in a grade of 0 points for Paper #1 and Paper #2 will
automatically be graded down one half letter grade.

Discussion sections: Discussion sections are NOT optional. All discussion sections will have their own
set of required assignments in addition to the required essay and short writing assignments for the
overall course. Each TA will have an individual syllabus for their respective sections that explain
expectations and required assignments for your discussion section grade.

Short writing assignments: A range of formal and informal writing assignments will be due
throughout the quarter. These short writing assignments are designed to ensure you complete the
assigned readings for the course as well as to help you engage with the course materials at a deeper
level. Some of the assignments will require you to demonstrate your understanding of ideas, concepts,
and information from lectures and assigned course readings. Other writing assignments may ask for
your personal take on various historical issues covered in the course while other assignments may
consist of response papers that reflect upon what you have read and learned in class.

Required Texts:
e Coursepack Reader: Available on Canvas for course (ASA 001 A01-A08 FQ 2020) under Modules.

o The following books are required readings for the course:
o Milton Murayama, All I Asking for is my Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994).
o Carlos Bulosan, America is in the Heart: A Personal History (Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1995).
o Kao Kalia Yang, The Latehomecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir (Minneapolis: Coffee House Press,
2008).
Copies of these books will also be on reserve at Shields Library. You can also access these books online at
http://hathitrust.org. Login on HathiTrust's site using your UC Davis credentials for access.

Majoring or Minoring in Asian American Studies at UC Davis
Many students take an Asian American studies course because the topic is of great interest or because of

a need to fulfill a GE requirement. Often students have taken three or four classes out of "interest" yet
have no information about the major or minor and don't realize how close they are to a major, a double
major, or minor. An Asian American studies major is excellent preparation for a wide range of careers in
the arts, community-based and non-profit work, government and politics, human rights, journalism,
international relations, law, K-12 education, public health, public policy, social work, and student
affairs. Others have gone on to pursue postgraduate degrees in a variety of fields that include education,
ethnic studies, fine arts, feminist and gender studies, history, law, literature, political science, public
policy, sociology, and social work. If you would like information about the Asian American Studies major
or minor at UC Davis, please contact the Student Affairs Officer (SAO), Joseph Nguyen

jovnguyen@ucdavis.edu or myself rskim@ucdavis.edu.








